Revoliutsiia! Demonstratsiia!
Soviet Art Put to the Test at
Art Institute of Chicago
The Art Institute of Chicago commemorates the centenary of the
Russian Revolution with Revoliutsiia! Demonstratsiia! Soviet
Art Put to the Test, an exploration of early Soviet art and
its audiences.
It is the largest such exhibition in the
United States in more than 25 years.

Vladimir Stenberg and Georgii Stenberg. “The Mirror of Soviet
Society,” cover for Red Field, no. 19 (May 1928). Ne boltai!
Collection. Art © Estate of Vladimir and Georgii Stenberg/RAO,
Moscow/VAGA, New York.

El Lissitzky. Photomontage for the International Hygiene
Exhibition, Dresden, 1930. Alex Lachmann collection.

El Lissitzky. Beat the Whites with the Red Wedge, 1920. Ne
boltai! Collection.

Arkadii Shaikhet. Lenin’s Light Bulb, 1925. The Art Institute
of Chicago, restricted gift of Joyce Chelberg. © Arkadii
Shaikhet Estate, courtesy of Nailya Alexander Gallery, New
York.

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION
The exhibition, running October 29 through January 15, 2018,
presents approximately 550 works in fine and applied arts in
ways that evoke their original spaces of display. The
installation features ten such spaces: battleground, school,
press, theater, home, storefront, factory, festival, cinema,
and exhibition. In each space original works of art hang
alongside reconstructions of Soviet objects, furniture, or
standalone rooms, including a Workers’ Club by Aleksandr
Rodchenko and a Demonstration Room by El Lissitzky.
Demonstration is the point of the exhibition: to show the many

ways in which Soviet art and thought helped create an
atmosphere of open-ended discussion about the future.
The 1917 Revolution is not treated here as a foregone
conclusion but as a spur to conversation and debate.
Exhibition curator Matthew Witkovsky, Richard and Ellen Sandor
Chair of Photography, emphasizes, “I have tried to avoid
treating the events of 1917 as a closed subject, or to imply
that what came after was fated. I am most interested by a
pressing Soviet concern that I expect will always be timely:
determining art’s forms and functions in a society of our own
making.”
Revoliutsiia! Demonstratsiia! makes clear that to build a
revolutionary society required rethinking life top to bottom.
From paintings to dinner plates, every class of object needed
restructuring; activities as disparate as brushing one’s teeth
or building giant public works were freighted with symbolic as
well as practical significance. The cultural output was
accordingly diverse, resourceful, and at the same time
frenetic in its pace. Russia after 1917 became a showcase of
models: models for monuments, models for mass distribution,
models for behavior. This model exhibition allows visitors to
better understand the circumstances of the 1917 revolution —
and to consider what ideals are embedded in the things of
everyday life today.
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FRAMING SPECIFICATIONS AND ADVICE

METRO GALLERY FRAME
Thin Profile: 114
Type: Thin Gallery Frame
Wood & Finish: maple frame with black opaque finish
Purchasing Option: joined wood frame with matching splines
Custom Frame Strainer: 1/2″ wood frame strainer
Custom Frame Backing: 1/8″ archival coroplast cut to size
Framing Advice: fitting gallery frames

